Metro United Way's
Young Men United Program

Goes Beyond College Prep to Provide
Life Lessons, Community Support

BY LAUREL MALLORY, METRO UNITED WAY

Mentorship. Scholarship. A safe space and a network of support.
Metro United Way’s Young Men United program provides that to
young men of color ages 16 to 24 to aid them in their educational
journeys and help them navigate life’s challenges.

The program focuses on this population because they are the
most underrepresented in higher education. And that’s not about
ability or knowledge - it’s about a lack of community support.

Enter Young Men United.

At a base level, the program provides college scholarships to
young men of color. But it is not merely a scholarship program;
Young Men United is a comprehensive support system that carries
on for years of each participant’s life, beginning in high school.

GRAND PRIZE

New home in Norton Commons
valued at over $1 million or
$750,000 cash*

Open house hours
Saturdays and Sundays, Sept. 27 through Nov. 16 ¢ 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
6422 Stonecrop Drive ¢ Prospect, KY 40059
Winners will be drawn Saturday, Nov. 22, 2025.

HomeAndBMWRaffle.com

FIRST PRIZE
2026 BMW X1 from BMW of
Louisville plus $10,000 cash

NORTON
Chlldrens

Hospltol

*In lieu of taking the title of the raffle house, the grand prize winner may choose
1o receive $750,000 in cash (the “cash option”). Winners must pay taxes.

Net proceeds from the raffle go to Norton Children's Hospital through the Norton Children’s Hospital Foundation. Charitable gaming license #ORG: 0000851.
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The program works with a cohort of high school juniors and
seniors at the W.E.B. DuBois Academy in Louisville. Metro United
Way has been supporting the school since it opened in 2018 and
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HELPING HANDS

Companion Care Services
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HELPING HANDS HAS BEEN
PROVIDING COMPANIONSHIP,
PERSONAL CARE, MEALS, LIGHT
HOUSEKEEPING,
TRANSPORTATION, AND MORE
SINCE 1996. WE PROVIDE SAFE,
RELIABLE, COMPASSIONATE CARE,
CALL U5 FOR A FREE ASSESSMENT!
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2301 Hurstbourne Village Dr., Ste. 100 xb
Louisville, KY 40299 S
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helpinghands@home-companions.com
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chose to start the Young Men United program there because both
the school and the program focus on supporting young men of color.

Through intentional supports, Young Men United ensures the
students are not just educationally prepared for life after high school,
but also socially, emotionally, and mentally prepared to achieve their
potential.

Sessions at the DuBois Academy cover many topics, including
practical things like FAFSA help and connection to job
opportunities, more scholarships, and other resources. The sessions
also work on the building of soft skills like communication, time
management, love and relationships, and empathy.

“It gave my son a chance to see positive, successful men that not
only look like him but have walked the same roads he finds himself
on,” Terri White said. “He will leave (for college) knowing and
assured that he has a support system back home that he can reach
out to when in need”

Another major piece of Young Men United is one-on-one
mentorship, which begins in high school but really picks up during
the students’ college years. Metro United Way will consistently check
in with each young scholar to offer support, helping ensure they have
what they need to thrive and, ultimately, graduate college.

In 2025, 100% of seniors in the Young Men United cohort were
accepted to and have started college. The real success doesn't lie
in statistics, however. It's how the students say the program has
impacted their lives in positive ways.

“It’s just a great program,” participant
Malachi English said. “The scholarships
are great because college is extremely
expensive, and they’ll help with that. But
they also help build your community. They
help Black boys grow, and that’s needed”

Another participant, Nehemiah
Clements, added: “Young Men United
helped me to realize my worth, my
purpose... Plenty of opportunities
are going to be presented to me and
now I'm willing to take them and 'm
ready for them?”

The transformational work of Young Men United is just getting
started! Metro United Way is dedicated to cultivating a supportive
and encouraging space for young scholars of color for years to come.
If you're interested in investing in this initiative so it may grow to
serve more young men, visit metrounitedway.org.
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RESIDENTIAL
& COMMERCIAL
ROOFING

SINCE 1998

DANIEL’S ROOFING

Crestwood, Kentucky

Call to book a no-obligation,

FREE ROOF INSPECTION!
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502-777-3527

N Small enough to give you
DIAMOND the attention you deserve,

BIG ENOUGH
T0 HANDLE ANY
SIZE PROJECT

DanielsRoofing.net
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